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Interview with Sakashita Yuichiro on Blonde
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The producer I'd worked with
on The Sunday Runoff (2022)
approached me, so | pitched
a comedy about school rules,
which was often in the news
back then. School rules haven't
changed in a long time, so they're
out of keeping with today’s
thinking. It was going to be an
ensemble piece in which the
teachers, Board of Education, and
Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology
manipulate each other for their
own ends, but then | came to
see it as a comedy with a single
teacher as the protagonist. The
project was selected by the Hong
Kong - Asia Film Financing Forum
(HAF). Being recognized overseas
was very encouraging.

| thought it would be more
interesting if the hero, middle
school teacher Ichikawa, was
a bit unlikeable, so | made him
someone who's aware of being
liked by those around him. By
having him monologue like he
was being interviewed, | could
incorporate lies and exaggeration
for comedic effect. While revising
the script, | realized that age
was an important component.

Japanese people often think of
30 as a milestone, so | made
Ichikawa 30 years old.

Then | came up with the
character of Itaroku as a student
who challenges Ichikawa with a
proper argument and protests
by dyeing her hair blonde. She’s
clever and has a way with words,
along with a strong sense of
justice. The confrontation scene
is inspired by a 10-year-old girl
arguing with the mayor in Eric
Rohmer's The Tree, the Mayor and
the Mediatheque (1992).

Aging is another theme in the
film. Iwata Takanori plays the
teacher who hasn't quite grown
up, while the young but mature
student is played by Shiratori
Tamaki. Iwata is mainly active
as a singer and performer, but
you get the feeling that there’s
something lurking behind his
smile so he's perfect for this role.
Shiratori was cast via audition
for her excellent acting skills and
more than met our expectations.

| was aiming for a Woody
Allen-style comedy with sparkling
dialogue, so the shooting style is
influenced by his work too.

(Text by Akatsuka Seijin)
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Nippon Cinema Now

World Premiere

POCA PON

Poca Pon

H7A  Japan
2025/94min/Japanese
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Director: Ohtsuka Shin-ichi
HEIWMTRASZTHEET RIS, FICIEAL
L. BICIEZAEZETRDE “POCA
PON" &, BAILARBHLIRETZHRIE
DEEEHWFZ2,

Inspired by a bizarre murder case, this is the
story of a family and the voice “POCA PON”
— a voice that sometimes heals people, and
sometimes destroys them.

©2024 Huanxi Media Group Limited(Tianjin) All Rights Reserved.
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She Has No Name
She Has No Name
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2025/94min/Mandarin
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Director: Peter Ho-sun Chan
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Based on one of the most famous unsolved
murder cases in China, the film centers
on a wife who is charged with the bloody
dismemberment of her husband.
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- The Most Beautiful Village in the World
~NJL¥—  Belgium

2025/111min/French
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Director: Noélle Bastin, Baptiste Bogaert
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A quiet village is shaken by acts of
vandalism featuring dick graffiti, while
growing concerns arise over an increasing
number of suicides.




