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Takiuchi Kumi: | Want to Walk Alongside Various Filmmakers
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Tokyo International Film
Festival is one of the biggest film
festivals in Asia. It's one of the 14
competitive feature film festivals
recognized by FIAPF, with Shanghai
and Goa sharing that status in Asia.
But what's special about TIFF is
that it discovers new filmmakers
and sends them out into the world.
It holds various symposia and
provides a place where filmmakers
and audience members from
different countries can interact.

TIFF invites a lot of guests
too, so it feels like you have the
opportunity to meet movie stars in
addition to getting to see films you
can't see at regular cinemas.

One of the most memorable
films I've seen at TIFF is 700 Yen
Love (2014). It's a film bursting
with the talent of Take Masaharu,
who was an assistant director for
many years. Personally speaking,
as someone who was struggling
in obscurity, the film really
encouraged me not to give up no
matter what.

Films are the reason | wanted
to become an actress. My mother
loved movies and she often took
me to the cinema as a child. Then

| started going to see mainstream
films when | was in middle school.
That's what sparked my desire to
appear onscreen. | thought the
actresses who came for the stage
greeting were so cool. | remember
being really impressed that they
seemed so different from the roles
they played.

When [ think about what's most
essential in my ongoing relationship
with cinema, it's to carry on
watching films. To experience
all the classics and increase the
number of films I've seen. But just
watching them isn't enough. | have
to produce things too, or my skills
won't improve. | need to make sure
| pay attention to both sides of it.
I'm always looking for films that |
want to work on, and | want to walk
alongside various filmmakers as |
do so.

Many filmmakers are producing
work for streaming services, but |
want to keep thinking about what
makes film cinematic without
losing sight of myself as an artist.
It's comedy and suspense that I'm
most interested in at the moment,
but I'm all fired up and ready to try
anything! (Text by Koide Sachiko)
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3 Picks of the Day

U741 #~7) AT 1] Ready! Serve! Smash! ©Taiwan Public Tele

FOTFERBEIALTFLIR

Asian Students’ Film Conference
(-} o —

707741

Program 1

L7 =T 2yl (]

Ready! Serve! Smash! [Taiwan]

BHE 1 7Y - /"\AHA  Director: Wang Hao-tai
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Bowl Meets Girl [Japan]

BB - B3 BEK  Director: Seki Shunta
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Hallelujah I'm Alive [China]

BB 1 ARy - $a2—1I2 Director: Hou Zhuyuan
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Jumah [China]

BE:UT - FoN A NV
Director: Liu Qinglin, Ye Hanling
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Floating [Korea]

BE A - 23» Director: Lee Ji-yun

©Ring Film, Cinema Inutile, Andromeda Film, Cinemaundic

A»RF4>3>  Competition
Asian Premiere

RBHORH?

Heads or Tails?

127/ 7A)H  ltaly/USA
2025/116min/Italian, English

BB 7Ly AT T F vy TE Y vER
Director: Alessio Rigo de Righi, Matteo Zoppis
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In a small Italian village at the end of the
19th century, Buffalo Bill's Wild West troupe
arrives during their Europe tour. A turbulent
tale is depicted with fantastical imagery and
humor in this “anti-western” film.
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Le Lac

A4 Switzerland
2025/83min/French

BB 777YR-7F7—=1a

Director: Fabrice Aragno
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With everything they've got, a couple throws
themselves into a sailing race lasting several
days and nights on a large lake.




