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Interview with Peter Ho-sun Chan on She Has No Name
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| have fond memories of
attending TIFF in the ‘90s
when it was held in Shibuya.
It's an honor to have my film
screened here and be invited
for a masterclass this time. |
heard that there are many people
in Japan who love my film
Comrades: Almost a Love Story. |
like it, but | have mixed feelings
because the films | made later
were more challenging.

| started developing She
Has No Name in 2015. | knew
| wanted to make it into a film
as soon as | received the short
story and script. That's very rare
for me. | don’t write scripts, but
until now, I've deliberated over
everything from the concept
stage to completion myself. This
is the first time I've read a script
and liked it as is. | reached out
to Zhang Ziyi in 2015 and we
started working on the project
together, but it was suspended
two months before filming
because of the film’'s length
and budget. | started working
on something else, but then
the pandemic hit. Once the film
industry picked up again, we
were able to secure cast and
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funding. Shooting took place
from December 2023 to March
2024, and the film screened at
the Cannes Film Festival in May
2025.

Every film has its own fate.
There are times when everything
is difficult, but also those when
everything goes smoothly. This
one went so smoothly it was
almost as if the god of cinema
was watching over us as we
made it. After the pandemic,
there were lots of vacant
buildings in convenient urban
areas that were the same as they
were 100 years ago.

The version we screened at
Cannes was two hours and 38
minutes long. | felt it was too
short, so | spent seven months
re-editing it as a four-hour film,
splitting it into four parts, and
then rearranging it as two two-
hour films. Part two will be
released in China in January
2026. It features new characters
that don't appear in the first part
that's screening at TIFF. The
length might be a problem, but
that’s always been the case with
my films.

(Text by Yoshihiro Masamichi)
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Maria Vitoria
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Director: Mério Patrocinio
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Maria Vitoria, a would-be pro soccer player
training with her father. Her brother, who had
left home after her mother’s death, suddenly
returns, causing ripples within the family. An
intense family drama unfolds.
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World Premiere
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A director in a dead-end marriage holds
auditions for her debut film. The actress
she casts for the lead faces opposition from
her father, sparking turmoil. An ambitious
Iranian film that questions what cinema is.

TETDHRFE  Asian Future

World Premiere
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Noah’s Daughter
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2025/80min/Persian
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A young woman camps alone on a quiet
island. After limited yet intriguing interactions
with others and a time where dreams and
reality blur, she returns to Tehran. The coastal
landscape reflects the woman's inner journey.






